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LESSON 4 
September 25, 2011
WISDOM AND DISCERNMENT
Devotional ReaDing: 1 Kings 3:5-14
BackgRounD ScRiptuRe: Proverbs 25:1-28
pRint paSSage: Proverbs 25:1-10
key veRSe: Proverbs 25:9
Proverbs 25:1-10—KJV
THESE ARE also proverbs  of Solomon, which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out.
2 It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter.
3 The heaven  for height, and the earth for depth, and the heart of kings is unsearchable.
4 Take away the dross from the silver, and there shall come forth a vessel for the finer.
5 Take away the wicked from before the king, and his throne shall be established in righteousness.
6 Put not forth thyself in the presence  of the king, and stand not in the place of great men:
7 For better it is that it be said unto thee, Come up hither; than that thou shouldest be put lower in the presence of the prince whom thine eyes have seen.
8 Go not forth hastily to strive, lest thou know not what to do in the end thereof, when thy neighbour hath put thee to shame.
9 Debate thy cause with thy neighbour himself; and discover not a secret to another:
10 Lest he that heareth  it put thee  to shame, and thine infamy turn not away.

Proverbs 25:1-10—NIV
THESE ARE more proverbs  of Solomon, copied by the men of Hezekiah king of Judah:
2 It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; to search out a matter is the glory of kings.
3 As the heavens are high and the earth is deep, so the hearts of kings are unsearchable.
4 Remove the dross from the silver, and out comes material for the silversmith;
5 remove the wicked from the king’s presence, and his throne  will be established through righteous- ness.
6 Do not exalt yourself in the king’s presence, and do not claim a place among great men;
7 it is better for him to say to you, “Come up here,” than for him to humiliate you before a nobleman. What you have seen with your eyes
8 do not bring hastily to court, for what will you do in the end if your neighbor puts you to shame?
9 If you argue  your case with a neighbor, do not betray another  man’s confidence,
10 or he who hears it may shame you and you will never lose your bad reputation.

BIBLE FACT
Integrity—the “men of Hezekiah” copied this section of the book of Proverbs, possibly to
preserve them for posterity. They were careful to acknowledge that the proverbs were “of Solomon.” They did not attempt to take credit for themselves, or try to attribute the work to King Hezekiah. They could have easily done these things, yet they exercised integrity.  Doing the right thing when one can just as easily benefit oneself is a mark of integrity.
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UNIFYING LESSON PRINCIPLE
People need principles by which to conduct their relationships in society. Where do we find such principles? The proverbs of Solomon suggest principles for developing good and equitable relationships.
TOPICAL OUTLINE OF THE LESSON
I. Introduction
A.  The Origin of the Proverbs
B.  Biblical Background
II.  Exposition and Application of the Scripture
A.  God’s Glory and Kings’ Honor
(Proverbs 25:1-3)
B.  P u r g i n g W i c k e d n e s s  f r o m
Leadership
(Proverbs 25:4-5)
C.  Wisdom in Social Graces
(Proverbs 25:6-7)
D.  Wisdom in Conflict Resolution
(Proverbs 25:8-10)
III.  Concluding Reflection
LESSON OBJECTIVES
Upon the completion of the lesson, the
students will be able to:
1.   Examine the wisdom of following godly advice in dealing with other people;
2.   Reflect on what it means to treat others  as we desire to be treated; and,
3.   Take steps to live in humility before
God and in harmony with others.

POINTS TO BE EMPHASIZED
ADULT/YOUTH
Adult Topic: Neighborly Advice Youth Topic: So You’re Always Right Adult/Youth Key Verse: Proverbs 25:9
Print Passage: Proverbs 25:1-10
—The Background Scripture (Proverbs 25:1-28) teaches how to discern the appropriate behaviors for a number of specific social settings and situations.
—Proverbs 25:6-7 emphasizes the value of humility before the king. Such humility has positive application to a wide variety of relationships. In Luke 14:7-11, Jesus refers to this teaching.
—Proverbs 25:7-10 encourages thoughtful response rather than hasty reactions to situations.
—Proverbs 25:9 points to honesty, discretion, and respect as principles for settling differences.
—God can do anything He wants because of who He is; God does not have to explain what He is doing or has done.
—Let others exalt you rather than exalting yourself.
—Don’t be too hasty to accuse someone,  such as your neighbor; always discuss the matter in private, or you may be embarrassed.
CHILDREN
Children Topic: Treasures in God’s Word
Key Verse: Proverbs 25:11
Print Passage: Proverbs 25:1-10
—God is greater than the mind can imagine.
—A major task is to work for good and justice.
—Humility is the mark of one who puts God first in life.
—Treat others as you wish to be treated.
—Make your life a fit dwelling place for God.
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I. INTRODUCTION
A. The Origin of the Proverbs
When Prince William of England announced his engagement to Kate Middleton in November of 2010, the English media referred to her as a “commoner,” to which many in the American media took exception. But in nations, such as ancient Israel, whose po- litical structure was centered on a royal family or families, all others outside of the royal court are “commoners” and abide by the protocol of domestic behavior set by the royal court. However, this protocol had very little impact on most commoners, who in most instances lived agrarian lifestyles away from the palace—the seat of power. For many persons, the Proverbs are viewed as religious sayings, but according to many scholars, these proverbs were written to the children of the royal court to enable them to maintain their status quo. So, these royal teachings used spatial images of heights and depths to quantify the distances between the divine and kings, and kings and their subjects. The sage was sure about the order of sovereignty—God is sovereign above the king, and the king was sovereign above his subjects. Nevertheless, there is something in these teachings for the reader today. When the one who is judging is God, humility is called for by all who are subject to the authority.
B. Biblical Background
According to verse 1 of Proverbs 25, these wise sayings were authored by King Solomon in ancient times and were used in the royal court of King Hezekiah, and perhaps even edited by the court scribes. This was the ancients’ way of footnoting and giving credit to the original author, King Solomon. These sayings were given to establish political and social order within the kingdom. The hierarchy was established and the people of the kingdom were to abide—Jehovah (God), the king, and then the people.
Solomon’s wisdom established the hierarchy of social mobility as well as how political decisions were made in his kingdom. No one was to enter the king’s presence without an invitation from the king (verse 7).
Foundational in the teachings of the book of Proverbs is that righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach (see 14:32). Perhaps it was this teaching that inspired the apostle Paul as he encouraged the Corinthian Christians to settle their disputes among themselves, rather than in a court of law. The righteous would have to settle with each other justly without the king’s judgment.
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II. EXPOSITION AND APPLICATION OF THE SCRIPTURE
A.  God’s Glory and Kings’ Honor
(Proverbs 25:1-3)
THESE ARE also proverbs of Solomon, which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out. It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter. The heaven for height, and the earth for depth, and the heart of kings is unsearchable.
Hezekiah, king of Israel, was a wise ruler who brought about major religious reforms in Israel after the death of his father, Ahaz (see 2
Kings 18:5-7a), who was wicked and brought idolatry to Israel. It was perhaps during this reform that the scribes of King Hezekiah re- wrote the proverbs of Solomon. These verses distinguish  the ways of kings and the ways of God. God conceals, while kings do not con- ceal. God’s concealing represents His awesome greatness, while the king searches out the truth. The verb to conceal means “to hide by cover- ing.” God conceals His awesome greatness and the greatness of His wisdom. But the king’s searching refers to the king’s judicial function of bringing to light the hidden nature of the king’s heart. Elsewhere in the Bible the word unsearchable is used of God and the vastness of creation (see Psalm 145:3; Isaiah 40:28). How- ever, it referred to the king’s heart. There is an adage that goes, “No one knows what is in a person’s heart.” This is the idea here in verse 3.
This concealing is not a matter of God’s not wanting humanity to know; rather, it is a necessity borne out of the great chasm that exists between the mind of God and the mind of man! So, the sage said that God conceals the mysteries of creation that boggle the mind. An example of God’s  greatness and  man’s inability to comprehend is illustrated in My


Stroke of Insight, by Jill Bolte Taylor, PhD—a brain scientist. She says, “As a member of the same human species, you and I share all but
0.01 percent (1/100 of 1 percent) of identical genetic sequences. So biologically, as a species, you and I are virtually identical to one another at the level of our genes (99.99 percent). Look- ing at the diversity in  the  world, only 0.01 percent accounts for a significant difference in how we look, think, and behave.” If creation is this unsearchable, then how much more is the Creator? How do we understand and explain that of the billions of people on planet earth,
1/100 of 1 percent of the gene pool of human- ity account for our being different and unique from each other? It is the glory of God to con- ceal a matter. But to search out a matter is what kings do. Thus, the sage was contrasting (and not comparing) God and kings. God conceals and kings search. The sage in verse 3 was not saying that the king’s heart was not searchable as God is not searchable; rather, no one could know what was in the heart of the king as he made decisions (verse 2). We are the glory of God in creation, made a little lower than the angels, but the best are light years away from the greatness of the Creator.
B. Purging Wickedness from Leadership
(Proverbs 25:4-5)
Take away the dross from the silver, and there shall come forth a vessel  for the finer. Take away the wicked from before  the king, and his throne shall be established in righteousness.
During the process of refining silver, dross (or impurities) must be extracted from silver ore before a silversmith can make silver vessels.
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Likewise, a king must remove wickedness from his court, if his court was to rule in justice and righteousness. This is a powerful image of the contamination of righteousness. One cannot reach a place of peace, justice, and morality without an intentional process separating cor- ruption from righteousness. It was not unusual for a king to surround himself with counselors or advisors to instruct him in matters pertain- ing to the kingdom. The sage said that the king must drive out wickedness from his presence, because ultimately  evil advice will lead to evil conclusions.  As a silversmith could not make a precious vessel without the process of purify- ing the ore, neither could a king make a wise decision without sound advice. Unfortunately, King Rehoboam, son of Solomon, ascended to the throne of King David after the death of his father. King Rehoboam rejected the advice of elders of his court, who advised him to serve the people. He chose, rather, to take the advice of his peers, who advised him to be a tough taskmaster. Consequently, all of Israel rebelled against his throne  (see 2 Kings 12). In too many instances, leaders surround themselves with “yes” people to give them the advice that they want to hear. The practical advice of the sage is to be intentional and weed out persons who are corrupt and who offer corrupt advice.
C.  Wisdom in Social Graces
(Proverbs 25:6-7)
Put not forth thyself in the presence of the king, and stand not in the  place of great  men: For better  it is that  it be said unto thee, Come up hither; than that thou shouldest be put lower in the presence of the prince whom thine eyes have seen.
Years ago, a president of the National
Baptist Convention commented on those who

sat on the stage at the Convention: “It is better to be invited up than asked down.” Beware of false assumptions and taking the king’s court for granted.  In spite of the distance we live today from royal courts, there is a word in this for us. We have become a people with many false assumptions about personal freedoms and others, even the church.
There is a gulf between  those in high places and those who are not. Although we do not have a monarchy here in the United States of America, there is, nevertheless, a tremendous gulf between the president of the United States and the people of the state! There are certain areas of government that are off-limits to its citizens, except by invitation only. In 2009, a couple crashed an invitation-only function at  the White House. They were summarily criticized, ridiculed, and investigated by both the FBI and the Secret Service for violating the protocol of the White House’s social policy.
It was Jesus who picked up on this wisdom saying in Luke’s gospel (see 14:1-11). Speaking a parable  about  the Pharisees,  Jesus advised His followers, “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of hon- or.…But when you are invited take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place’” (Luke 14:8, 10, NIV). Jesus concluded His parable with this saying: “Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted” (verse 11, NIV). This is practical advice about protocol and public graces. We must not assume that others think as highly of us as we think of ourselves. There is a thin line between humility and humiliation!
But there is also a spiritual element in this verse that points beyond itself to the work of
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Jesus Christ.  The doctrine of our salvation hinges  on the reality that there was a great gulf between  the  righteousness of God and the unrighteousness of humanity. God bridged that great gulf via Jesus the Christ. Now all believers have access to the throne of  grace, because of the work that Jesus did on Calvary (see Hebrews 4:14-16). The believer has a seat of honor in Christ Jesus!
D. Wisdom in Conflict Resolution
(Proverbs 25:8-10)
Go not forth hastily to strive, lest thou know not what to do in the end thereof, when thy neighbour hath put thee to shame. Debate thy cause with thy neighbour himself; and discover not a secret to another: Lest he that heareth it put thee to shame, and thine infamy turn not away.
These sayings concern legal and domestic matters or disputes. The first seven verses in our lesson for today concern God and kings; the last  three  concern neighborliness. Good neighborly advice is to not meddle in the af- fairs of another—and if one must participate in the resolution of such matters then he or she should be honest and not violate confidential- ity. The greater humiliation will come when the king (person in authority) adjudicates the matter and discovers the deception and dis- honesty and shames one. In today’s vernacular, this proverb is a warning against busybodies and gossipers who like meddling in the affairs of others.
We should all be forewarned not to violate the confidentiality of another by sharing secret knowledge with others. Clearly for the sage, such behavior, when discovered by an authority figure, could lead to being disgraced or taunted by the one settling the case. Years ago, before

the advent of DNA testing, a young man was taken to court by a woman who claimed that he had fathered  her child. The young man denied that the child was his. On the day of the trial, he encouraged his buddies to be his witnesses in court. They testified that they, too, had been intimate with the young lady. They tried to put her sexual history and character into question. The judge hearing the case dis- cerned their deception, and since all of them claimed to have had sex with the young lady, all of them were ordered to pay child support. And so, the last laugh was on the young man and his friends. They were the laughingstock of the community! This story illustrates the folly that the sage was warning against.
III. CONCLUDING REFLECTION
Neighborly advice is common-sense advice for maintaining the proper social graces with people of  authority and with one another. Humility is the condition that binds together this teaching. Honor will come to those who humble themselves in the presence of authority and in the settling of disputes in courts of law or with neighbors. There are some who will argue that there is an integrity crisis in America, but  perhaps it is a humility  crisis. Citizens cannot be trusted to be honest in domestic, economic, and political matters. What drives this behavior? It is driven as much by arrogant selfishness that asks “What’s in it for me?” as it is by a lack of integrity. It is believed by many sociologists that it is “excessive individualism” that is leading to the demise of our society as we have known it.
Recent years have found our country
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embroiled in a conversation over the use of political  rhetoric that seems to be fanning the flames of hatred. Politicians are using war images and combative rhetoric to attack their opponents, and although Sarah Palin and Sean Hannity had no direct connection  with the Tucson, Arizona, shooting of Representative Gabrielle Gifford, a nine-year-old girl, a federal judge, and several other bystanders, they have been accused of fanning the flames of hatred via politics in the country. Even in the face of such tragedy, both political sides are still trying to argue their particular points while calling for civility; hence, we are experiencing anything

but neighborliness in the country. The late Archbishop Oscar Romero said, in his book The Violence of Love, ”We must overturn so many idols; the idol of self first of all, so that we can be humble and only from our humility can learn to be redeemers, can learn to work together in the way the world really needs.” This is the point of this lesson on neighborly advice.
PRAYER
Eternal God our Father, humble us this day so that we can serve You more perfectly, as we serve others. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

WORD POWER
Search (chaqar)—to examine, to seek out. This term is used in a court of law of a judge when
a witness is examined to ascertain the truth.
Conceal (cathar)—to hide by covering. This term has to do with divine revelation and how
God conceals truth, so that only those who want the truth can discover it.
HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
(September 19-25, 2011)
Wisdom and Discernment
MONDAY, September 19: “The Creator’s Hiddenness” (Isaiah 45:9-17) TUESDAY, September 20: “Asking for Wisdom” (1 Kings 3:5-14) WEDNESDAY, September 21: “Humbly Seeking God” (2 Chronicles 7:12-18) THURSDAY, September  22: “Words Fitly Spoken” (Proverbs 25:11-15) FRIDAY, September  23: “Wisdom with Neighbors” (Proverbs 25:16-20) SATURDAY, September 24: “The Wisdom of Self-control” (Proverbs 25:21-28) SUNDAY, September 25: “Wisdom and Government” (Proverbs 25:1-10)
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