UNIT I: Teaching and Learning 
CHILDREN’S UNIT: Teaching and Learning 
FALL QUARTER
LESSON 6 
October 9, 2011
THE SUPERIORITY OF WISDOM
Devotional ReaDing: Psalm 33:13-22 
BackgRounD ScRiptuRe: Ecclesiastes 9:13–10:20
pRint paSSage: Ecclesiastes 9:13-18
key veRSe: Ecclesiastes 9:16
Ecclesiastes 9:13-18—KJV
13 This wisdom have I seen also under the sun, and it seemed  great unto me:
14 There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it:
15 Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered  the city; yet no man remembered that same poor man.
16 Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength: nev- ertheless  the poor man’s wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard.
17 The words of wise men are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools.
18 Wisdom is better than weapons of war: but one sinner destroyeth much good.

Ecclesiastes 9:13-18—NIV
13 I also saw under the sun this example of wisdom that greatly impressed me:
14 There was once  a small city with only a few people  in it. And a powerful king came against it, surrounded it and built huge siegeworks against it.
15 Now there lived in that city a man poor but wise, and he saved the city by his wisdom. But nobody remembered that poor man.
16 So I said, “Wisdom is better  than strength.” But the poor man’s wisdom is despised, and his words are no longer heeded.
17 The quiet  words of the  wise are more  to be heeded than the shouts of a ruler of fools.
18 Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but one sinner destroys much good.
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BIBLE FACT
In addition to what this lesson teaches, the Bible declares wisdom’s superiority in several other ways:
• 
Wisdom is better than money (see Proverbs 16:16).
• 
Wisdom is better than foolishness, as much as light is better than darkness (see
Ecclesiastes 2:13).
• 
Having wisdom is better than having power (see Ecclesiastes 9:16, 18).
• 
Godly wisdom is “ten times better” than fortune telling (see Daniel 1:20).
• 
The Spirit of wisdom empowers us to know the Lord better (see Ephesians 1:17).
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UNIFYING LESSON PRINCIPLE
People are drawn in by loud voices that make an impression, even though these voices lack true wisdom. To whom should we listen? The book of Ecclesiastes teaches that we should not ignore the quiet, thoughtful words of the wise.
TOPICAL OUTLINE OF THE LESSON
I. Introduction
A.  The Truth about Wealth and
Wisdom
B.  Biblical Background
II. Exposition and Application of the Scripture
A.  Poor with Wisdom
(Ecclesiastes 9:13-15) B.  Wisdom Is Better
(Ecclesiastes 9:16-18)
III. Concluding Reflection
LESSON OBJECTIVES
Upon the completion of the lesson, the
students will be able to:
1.   Explore the story of a person, wise and poor, who delivered a city;
2.   Recognize the superiority of wis- dom over might;
3.   Seek the great value of wisdom by  asking God for wisdom and understanding; and,
4.   Understand that riches and wealth are not the “be all to end all” in life.

POINTS TO BE EMPHASIZED
ADULT/YOUTH
Adult Topic: Subversive Wisdom
Youth Topic: Wisdom versus Foolishness
Adult/Youth Key Verse: Ecclesiastes 9:16
Print Passage: Ecclesiastes 9:13-18
—Gaining wisdom  is a process of discernment to be used rather than a certain content to be mastered.
—The book of Ecclesiastes records aphorisms (personal ob- servations) rather than proverbs (collective  wisdom of the community).
—The book of Ecclesiastes does not offer solutions but poses penetrating questions.
—Looking at examples of wisdom helps us see how important it is to listen to a wise person.
—A poor, wise person saved the town, but he was not recog- nized because of his low economic status.
—The poor, wise person was able to save the town without using force.
—Words of wisdom spoken softly are better than loud words of foolishness.
—Foolish words can do a lot of damage.
—Acting in wisdom is better than using strong force.
CHILDREN
Children Topic: An Example of Wisdom
Key Verses: Ecclesiastes 9:16 (18) Print Passage: Ecclesiastes 9:13-18
—Although wisdom is of great value, not everyone recognizes or accepts it.
—People honor wealth, success, and beauty above wisdom.
—People listen to the loudest voice backed by the most pow- erful weapon.
—Wisdom is better than strength and weapons of war.
—One person can greatly influence many.
—How one lives is a testimony of one’s life in the Lord.
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I. INTRODUCTION
A. The Truth about Wealth and Wisdom
Recently, a televangelist was heard preaching a sermon about material wealth from this text. He interpreted “the poor man” in verse 15 as one who had no money, was “broke,” and was without means; and no one remembered him. His conclusion was that “no one remembers people who have no money. If you want to be remembered in life you must have money.” His sermon was about the superiority of having wealth. Obviously, he did not recall history where “poor” people such as Martin Luther King Jr., Gandhi, and Mother Theresa not only were remembered, but left indelible marks on history. Neither did he do his homework on the word poor. Poor in the context of this Scripture does not refer to a lack of money. Rather, it is a metaphor for one deprived of influence and importance. Of course, the theme of the book of Ecclesiastes is that wisdom is better than folly and in the final analysis everything in creation is meaningless (see Ecclesiastes 1:2). For the ancient sage, there was no difference between the haves and the have-nots: “The Lord is the maker of them all” (Proverbs 22:2).
B. Biblical Background
According to its opening salutation, the book of Ecclesiastes was written by King Solo- mon. Professor Ellen F. Davis says that this book in its entirety is a book of incongruities. In chapter 2, the writer (also called the Teacher) lamented that there is no remembrance of the wise, yet triumphed that the use of wisdom leads to a useful life. The Teacher wrote from the experiences of both the ups and the downs of life and then imparted to the student the wisdom of many years. He concluded, “All is vanity and vexation of spirit” (Ecclesi- astes 1:14). The underlying assumption of the Teacher was that the end goal of life was not wealth and materialism—because neither would bring fulfillment in life. In the final analysis, the Teacher concluded, “The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God, and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14, RSV).
The theme of chapter 9 is that life is in the Lord’s hand, and that all people share a common destiny. In the kingdom of God, there is no social or political caste system. There are those who are good and bad, righteous and wicked, clean and unclean, but their distinc- tions were not in what they had. Rather, it is in the richness of the creature’s relationship with the Creator (verses 1-2). This is what would make for a good life both now and later in the afterlife.
The second part of chapter 9 contains an assertion that wisdom is better than folly. The Teacher drew from the wealth of his experiences “under the sun” and what he had
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seen in life. He shared with us a parable of a man without influence who saved a city, yet by non-conventional means—and his deeds were soon forgotten. Israel in all of her rich history had many miracles through which the divine worked through ordinary persons, and rather than having an appreciation for the prophets, the people sought to  persecute them. They showed no appreciation for that which we do

not understand. God uses the seemingly illogi- cal to confound those who are wise in their own eyes. The sage’s understanding of wisdom is the right use of knowledge and is the synergy of both knowledge (divine and human) and experience. Conversely, folly is the misappro- priation of knowledge. “A fool has said in his heart ‘there is no God’” although the fool sees the evidence of God’s handiwork in creation.
II. EXPOSITION AND APPLICATION OF THE SCRIPTURE
A.  Poor with Wisdom
(Ecclesiastes 9:13-15)
This wisdom have I seen also under the sun, and it seemed great unto me: There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it: Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the  city; yet no man remembered that same poor man.
These verses tell the story of a poor, wise man who saved an entire city during a siege by an enemy king, and yet in the end the com- munity forgot the poor man. Here, the Teacher gave an example of  wisdom that impressed him. The story of the poor man is merely an example of the power of wisdom  to effect unbelievable change. Again, if we are not care- ful, we will focus on the social location of the poor man and miss the point of the Teacher. People do not appreciate wisdom for what it is and what it does. Wisdom is not treasured by the masses. This eternal truth is expressed through this example of how fickle humanity can be toward the things that God values. The might of great men or women can be no match for a man or woman of wisdom. It is said in verse 14b that a powerful king, a king of great political capital and military might, laid siege

on a small city, but it was wisdom, not might, that delivered the city.
Also, this teaching is consistent with the Old Testament narratives in which the Lord God of Israel used ordinary men and women to gain victory over great nations (for example: Joshua’s  wall of Jericho;  the defeat of the imposing armies of the Syrian  nation; and the destruction of the prophets of Baal). The prophet Zechariah said, “‘Not  by might or by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord” (Zechariah 4:6, NASB). This is the emphasis of these verses. If we are not careful, in a society that has come to view wealth and political clout with a sense of awe, we will forget the “poor wise man” altogether. In other words, we will not appreciate wisdom for wisdom’s sake.
But indeed, God’s ways are not our ways, and God’s thoughts are not our thoughts. How many schools are named after J. Paul Getty, Howard Hughes, or Aristotle Onassis? These were the world’s richest men at one time in history, but years after their deaths their names are not household names  anymore.  On the other hand, Mary McLeod Bethune, Booker T. Washington, and Nannie  Burroughs are
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persons that history has long remembered because of their contributions to the uplifting of all of humanity. These names almost have become sacred  as  communities all over the world continue to  recognize the principles and virtues for which they stood. Yet, by any measure of contemporary standards, these were poor persons. God used the foolishness of this world to confound the wise. He that was weak would become strong; she that will become great  must be the servant—and in order to receive, one must first give. There is strangeness in the wisdom of God that confounds rational human thinking. The poor are those who have no money, yet demonstrate the spirit of the righteousness of God: they value the things of God rather than those things that are temporal.
B. Wisdom Is Better
(Ecclesiastes 9:16-18)
Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength: nevertheless the poor man’s wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard. The words of wise men are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools. Wisdom is better than weapons  of war: but one sinner destroyeth  much good.
It is obvious from verse 16 that the con- trast in this text is not between the rich and poor, but it is between wisdom and strength. The History Channel  often runs programs on the World Wars. When one considers the loss of lives and the trillions of dollars,  and sheer destruction  caused by these wars with the same problem yet persisting, we can see why “Wisdom is better than weapons of war” (verse 18).  The sage was right: might and strength have proven inadequate to win and dominate the world, yet we continue to settle disputes through might instead of following God’s precepts.

The war in Iraq has cost America ten bil- lion dollars a month for several years, and the world is still no safer. Then the U.S. followed up by also fighting in Afghanistan. To what end? Years ago the United States engaged in détente (peaceful coexistence) during the Cold War with the Soviet Union. Détente came about between America and the Soviet Union because both countries had suffered economic hardship from their support of the Vietnam War. Therefore, in  1972, President Richard Nixon and the Soviet Union’s Prime Minister Alexei Kosygin agreed on the Salt I Treaty that limited nuclear armament. It was  economic hardship that eventually contributed to  the demise of the Soviet Union. The sage was right: wisdom can do what bombs and bullets cannot do—if we would only heed its call.
Likewise, the quiet words of the wise are to be heeded over the shouts of the fool. But the reality of  humanity is that we like the boisterous words of men speaking loudly and saying nothing more than we like the quiet, humble spirit of a wise person who, though speaking almost in gentle monotones, manages to say something  significant. We must not be persuaded by the loudness of speech, but by the soundness of speech! Wisdom is superior to many things that the cultures of this world value. Yet, the sage knew that all of the good that a wise person could do could be quickly undermined by folly. In the vernacular of our culture, a wise saying goes, “one rotten apple can spoil the whole bunch.”
III. CONCLUDING REFLECTION
In Aesop’s Fables, there is the story of a farmer who discovered that he owned a goose
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that laid golden eggs. Initially, he thought that it was a joke, until he learned that the eggs were solid gold. It was not long afterward that he became a very rich  man. Each morning, he would collect from the nest a golden egg that the goose had laid. After a while, he came up with the brilliant idea of killing the goose and getting all of the gold at one time. So, he killed the goose that laid the golden eggs, only to discover that there was nothing inside it. Like the farmer, what appeared to be obvious to human reasoning is often the farthest thing from it. Wisdom is the capacity to discern the difference between reality and fantasy. When we are driven by sheer greed, we can miss the

obvious. Therefore, in a world fascinated by might  and power, we must heed the words of Jesus that  command us to “seek first the kingdom of God and all of its righteousness, and all else will be added to us.”
PRAYER
Eternal Father, giver of every good and perfect gift, we pray for wisdom to know the difference between being that which You value and desiring the things that the world values. Help us to be mindful in our daily living that if we seek first Your  kingdom,  then our living  will  not be in vain. In Jesus’ name  we pray.  Amen.


WORD POWER
Remember (Hebrew: zakar [zaw kahr])—to mention; to mark. This word is also connected
to the words memoir and memorial. In application to our text, the citizens of the city who escaped destruction failed to remember that their freedom was secured by one of their own. They even failed to speak casually about having the good fortune of the presence of such great wisdom among them.
HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
(October 3-9, 2011)
The Superiority of Wisdom
MONDAY, October 3: “Hope in God’s Steadfast Love” (Psalm 33:13-22) TUESDAY, October 4: “Two Are Better than One” (Ecclesiastes 4:4-12) WEDNESDAY, October 5: “Fear God!” (Ecclesiastes 5:1-7)
THURSDAY, October 6: “Consider the Work of God” (Ecclesiastes 7:1-14) FRIDAY, October  7: “Wisdom and Success” (Ecclesiastes 10:5-11) SATURDAY, October 8: “Wisdom with Words” (Ecclesiastes 10:12-20)
SUNDAY, October 9: “Wisdom Is Better than Might” (Ecclesiastes 9:13-18)
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