UNIT  II: Jesus Teaches Wisdom 
CHILDREN’S UNIT: Jesus Teaches Wisdom 
FALL QUARTER
LESSON 9 
October 30, 2011
LIVING AS GOD’S PEOPLE
Devotional ReaDing: James 5:7-11
BackgRounD ScRiptuRe: Matthew 5:1-12
pRint paSSage: Matthew 5:1-12
key veRSe: Matthew 5:6
Matthew 5:1-12—KJV
AND SEEING the  multitudes, he went  up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him:
2 And he opened  his mouth, and  taught  them, saying,
3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the king- dom of heaven.
4 Blessed are they that  mourn: for they shall be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.
7 Blessed are the  merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
9 Blessed are the  peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.
10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righ- teousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute  you, and  shall say all manner  of evil against you falsely, for my sake.
12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the proph- ets which were before you.

Matthew 5:1-12—NIV
NOW WHEN he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him,
2 and he began to teach them, saying:
3 “Blessed are the  poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those  who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righ- teousness, for they will be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9 Blessed are the  peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 Blessed are you when people insult you, perse- cute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.
12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
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BIBLE FACT
The “Sermon on the Mount” would more aptly be named the “Teaching on the Kingdom.” Jesus mentioned the kingdom or the kingdom of heaven eight times in Matthew 5–7. Indeed, Jesus began here to lay out what it means to be a kingdom citizen, both in this life and the next.
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UNIFYING LESSON PRINCIPLE
People seek happiness in their lives. Is there a way to satisfy the search? In the Beatitudes, Jesus lists nine ways that God blesses those who seek first the kingdom of God.
TOPICAL OUTLINE OF THE LESSON
I. Introduction
A.  Christian or Churchgoer? B.   Biblical Background
II.   Exposition and Application of the Scripture
A.  Jesus Begins to Teach about the Kingdom
(Matthew 5:1-3)
B.  Happiness in Humility
(Matthew 5:4-6)
C.  Happiness through Character
(Matthew 5:7-9)
D.  Happiness in Tribulation
(Matthew 5:10-12)
III.  Concluding Reflection
LESSON OBJECTIVES
Upon the completion of the lesson, the
students will be able to:
1.   Present Jesus’ teachings on blessings at the Mount;
2.   Experience the blessings of God’s reign already present on the earth; and,
3.   Look for the blessings  of the
Beatitudes in everyday life.

POINTS TO BE EMPHASIZED
ADULT/YOUTH
Adult Topic: Seeking True Happiness Youth Topic: What’s with This Sermon? Adult Key Verse: Matthew 5:6
Youth Key Verse: Matthew 5:12
Print Passage: Matthew 5:1-12
—A parallel statement of the Beatitudes  is found in Luke
6:20-23.
—The key words  heaven (verses 3, 10) and righteousness (verses 6, 10) highlight the divine and human dimensions of blessedness.
—Jesus expects disciples to live by kingdom blessings today rather than waiting for a future life.
—The inner life (meekness, purity) and the outer life (merciful, peacemaking) form a holistic way to live.
—Jesus affirms that those who embody the “blessed” life will face opposition, but will be rewarded ultimately.
—Beatitude is a Latin word meaning “happy” or “blessed.”
—Following the Beatitudes will help us develop godly char- acter.
—Living a godly life is not always going to be easy.
—Happiness and blessings are defined differently in the king- dom of heaven than they are in the world.
—The Beatitudes are part of the Sermon on the Mount.
CHILDREN
Children Topic: What a Blessing! Key Verse: Matthew 5:12
Print Passage: Matthew 5:1-12
—Jesus went up on a mountain to teach.
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—Nine times Jesus used the word blessed—mean- ing  happy or satisfied—to describe the ideal person in Matthew’s community.
—In verses 3-5, Jesus declares that God is with those who are poor in spirit, those who mourn, and those who are powerless and poor.
—Jesus declares in verse 6 that those who long for

righteousness will receive it.
—In verses 7-12, Jesus affirms the social actions of some believers, actions that sometimes result in persecution; however, God rewards the faithful.
—Verses 7-12 uphold the qualities of those who seek mercy, sincerity, and peace, or who are per- secuted for their actions.


I. INTRODUCTION
A. Christian or Churchgoer?
Living as God’s people means abiding by rules and regulations that come to us from God. They are for us, but not from us. Over the next few Sundays the lessons will provide instructions on how to live as God’s people. Areas of discussion include the following: Christian living requires more than mere lip service to please God. It will require the learner to move beyond worldly or carnal understandings of Christianity and hear what Jesus demands of us. To live up to the standards of the kingdom of God requires the believer to walk to the “beat of a different drummer.”
Christianity for too many of today’s churchgoers has become a religion of verbiage and not of living. It has been taught that a good Christian is one who has the right set of beliefs, like the Virgin Birth, the Resurrection, and the inerrancy of the Scriptures.  Yet, while these beliefs are foundational, they cannot be held absent from the mandate of Jesus to love God and love our neighbors as ourselves.
The indictment that Christianity is one of talk more than action may seem harsh, but all we have to do is examine history to see that some of the most hideous acts and hideous times were periods when church attendance was at historical highs. Yet, crimes and immoral acts were being committed against other human beings by Bible-toting “Christians.” Legend has it that the famous picture of the hanging of a Negro in a city in Nebraska was witnessed by a church congregation on Sunday morning. Worship was dismissed so that the congregants could witness the hanging event. Many of the killings and atrocities committed against the Negro were done by “good church folk,” as in the case of the killing of the three civil rights workers in Philadelphia, Mississippi. Edgar Ray “Preacher” Killen, a Baptist minister, was convicted in 2005 of organizing the Ku Klux Klan mob that kidnapped and murdered the three workers in Philadelphia, Mississippi. To live as God’s people requires more of us than just possessing right beliefs; we must also engage in right practices; we must live according to the principles of the kingdom of heaven.
B. Biblical Background
The gospel of Matthew was written to a Jewish community, announcing that the prophecy of the long-awaited Messiah was indeed fulfilled in Jesus. Matthew’s gospel
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opens with the genealogy of Jesus and goes back to God’s promise to Abraham, which was confirmed in King David. “This is the geneal- ogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham” (see Matthew 1:1). The first four chapters of the book of Matthew contain the narration of Jesus’ birth, the flight to Egypt, the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist, the testing of Jesus in the wilderness, and the call of His disciples. But then chapter 5 begins the teaching of Jesus on what it means to be part and parcel of the kingdom of heaven. For the Jew, the strict observance of the Law of Moses was necessary for salvation, but Jesus declared that they were guilty of observing the letter of the Law while missing the spirit of the Law.
The Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5–7 consists of teachings and the reinterpretation

of old sayings by which the Jewish commu- nity  had  been living. The first twelve verses of chapter 5 are known as the Beatitudes and indicate the way to  blessings for Christians. Joan Chittister, in her book  Welcome to the Wisdom of the World, says, “In the Beatitudes Jesus brings us beyond and above the motives that drive a world bent on power and greed, on profit and control. Instead, Jesus draws for us a template of godly happiness that is based on humility, compassion, justice, mercy, single- ness of heart, peacemaking, and the willingness to pour ourselves out, to spend ourselves to make it all happen.”
The aim of this lesson is to enable the stu- dent to move beyond the things that motivate him or her to live above the norms of a culture that glorifies power and greed.
II. EXPOSITION AND APPLICATION OF THE SCRIPTURE
A.  Jesus Begins to Teach about the Kingdom
(Matthew 5:1-3)
AND SEEING the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him: And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Jesus was very deliberate  in His approach to His ministry. Here in the opening verses of Matthew 5, Jesus saw the crowd and grasped the opportunity to  give some foundational teachings about authentic  Christianity. He positioned Himself geographically so that His voice would resonate and carry so that the gathered crowd could hear Him. He “went up on a mountainside.”
The meaning of the word blessed is a much- debated  issue. It carries with it an unusual meaning in its  original definition, but the


translation of “happiness” seems to be the best of several possible meanings. Happiness is the state of  peace that comes from living under God’s rule. Christians find happiness not ac- cording to the world’s standards, but according to the moral principles that Jesus outlined in these verses.
In verse 3, Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” The poor in spirit would be happy—their hap- piness comes from the assurance of having the presence of God, both now and in the world to come. However, the word poor has been used in an economic or financial sense, but this was not the thought of Jesus. He was not pointing to those who were destitute of the world’s pos- sessions. He used poor as a metaphor for those who were humbled and whose dependence was
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on God and not on material possessions. The psalmist had declared that God is near to “a broken and contrite spirit” (51:17, ASV; see
34:18). This is the gist of this verse: that God will not despise those who are of humble spirits and who understand that they are dependent on God.
After each “blessed are” comes what the blessing will be—“see God…be comforted,” and so forth. Therefore, the Beatitudes are both for future and present assurance of blessedness. The poor in spirit will see God, both now and later.
B. Happiness in Humility
(Matthew 5:4-6)
Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righ- teousness:  for they shall be filled.
Verse  4 reads,  “Blessed  are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.” There is a belief that God is biased toward those who have been dispossessed and exploited by sys- tems and structures of injustice. Indeed, God’s comforting of the dispossessed is one of the key themes that runs throughout both the Old and the New Testaments. Thus, Jesus granted assurance that there would be a day of reck- oning in the kingdom of God for those who have been oppressed. Those who are citizens of the kingdom of heaven and are afflicted by the injustices of this world will be comforted. In the words of Howard Thurman, this is the Gospel message that speaks to “persons whose backs are against the wall.” Mourning is not the end in and of itself; those who mourn would have something beyond this experience to look forward to.

Verse 5 reads, “Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.” The word meek does not mean a spiritless, weak, or cowardly person. Meekness  in the kingdom of God is compatible with courage and great strength; it is a word used to describe a person who has a subservient and trusting attitude toward God. Also, meekness is demonstrated via a humble and gentle spirit in dealing with the hatred of others. The Bible characterizes Moses and Jesus as men of meekness (see Numbers 12:3; Matthew  11:29).  There was a social system in Jesus’  day  whereby the aristocracy—the royalty, governmental  figures, and military classes—were considered the most influential and important groups. All others were without influence and were a part of the underclass. Persons with position and power tended to- ward arrogance; therefore, this verse is saying that arrogant people will not inherit the earth; rather, the meek shall.
This does not mean that the meek will pos- sess the earth and all of its wealth and power. The image of “inherit the earth” comes to us from Revelation 21, in which John saw a new heaven and new earth in which the old order would pass away and a new order would be established. In the kingdom of God, those who are meek in spirit will inherit the things that God has in store for the just, but will not be the recipients of a transfer of wealth.
Finally, verse 6 (NIV) reads, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.” Normally, we do not think of those who are hungry or thirsty as be- ing blessed. But Jesus used two metaphors to which the listeners could relate; to be hungry or thirsty in the desert region of Palestine was a  serious matter. There was nothing blessed
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about being destitute of food or water in the desert region in which the multitude lived, so Jesus used two human conditions to emphasize the gravity of what He was saying. In the king- dom of God, righteousness is as essential for His followers as the need for food and drink. Just as humanity cannot live without food or drink, neither can those who desire to be a part of  the kingdom of heaven live without righteousness. There must be a yearning for the righteousness of God. Likewise, these images of hunger and thirst cannot be separated from the images of Jesus the Christ in John’s gospel in which Jesus is characterized as the Bread of Life and the Water of Life. “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty” (John 6:35, NIV). They will be filled.
C.  Happiness through Character
(Matthew 5:7-9)
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.
“Blessed are the merciful: for they shall ob- tain mercy” (verse 7). Mercy is one of the moral attributes of God. God is merciful and gives all of us the hand of forgiveness in dealing with our sins. William Shakespeare said of mercy:
“The quality of mercy is not strain’d.
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven, Upon the place beneath. It is twice blessed: It blesses him that gives and him that takes.
’Tis mightiest in the mightiest; It becomes the throned monarch better than his crown.
According to Shakespeare, mercy has the following qualities: impartiality, gentleness,

and abundance. So as citizens of the kingdom of  heaven we must be merciful, just as our heavenly Father is merciful.
Verse 8 reads, “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.” According to the Bible, the  heart is the center of human personality.  Jesus said it is “out of the over- flow of the heart the mouth  speaks” (Mat- thew 12:34b, NIV). Then in Matthew 15:19 (NIV), Jesus said, “Out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality,  theft, false testimony,  slander.” Only God can cleanse our hearts from these impurities. God is a righteous and just God, and only those who are pure in heart will see God. This promise is similar to the promise of Psalm 1 to those whose “delight is in the law of the Lord” (verse
2); “For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous”  (verse 6, NIV). The promise was that they would see God, which is obviously an allusion to the age to come and a confirmation recognizing God’s presence in the present age as well. Ultimately, those whose lives are not corrupted or contaminated by the systems of this world will have a part in God’s eternal plan for a new heaven and a new earth.
Verse 9 reads, “Blessed are the peacemak- ers: for  they shall be called the children of God.” We live in a country that believes in intimidation and violence as a means to obtain- ing political ends. Over the past year, we have listened to the political rhetoric against Presi- dent Obama. He is accused of being soft on leaders of other countries that historically have had hostile relationships with America. During the recent Egyptian revolt of 2011, the presi- dent was roundly criticized as being too passive. Likewise, he was ridiculed for saying that he would seek dialogue with the Prime Minister
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of Iran to iron out foreign policy differences. However, contrary to the beliefs of those who criticized President Obama, Jesus encouraged His followers to be peacemakers. A peacemaker is one who seeks harmony with another. The interesting thing about this virtue is that it has been demonstrated in our relationship  with God toward us. We are to pass these virtues on to others, because we first experienced them in our relationship with Jesus the Christ. We are to seek peace and not war, and as peacemakers we will be called the children of God.
D. Happiness in Tribulation
(Matthew 5:10-12)
Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding  glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.
Verse 10 reads, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” In these verses are the assurance  and comfort for those whose “backs are against the wall.” Here, Jesus was speaking to a multitude—mostly  Jews—who knew firsthand what it meant to be persecuted. Palestine, the country in which Jesus and His people lived, was under Roman rule. During Jesus’ lifetime, Caesar Augustus was emperor of Rome and had given Herod the Great and his sons political power to rule over Palestine. They were ruthless rulers who ruled with iron fists. Therefore, many in the multitude knew persecution personally,  either from Caesar’s political puppets or at the hands of the religious rulers of Judaism. In the book of Acts, the fol- lowers of Jesus were routinely persecuted for

righteousness’ sake (the stoning of Stephen in Acts 7:54-58, and the imprisonment of Peter in Acts 12 are two examples). Acts 12:1 (NIV) reads, “It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who  belonged to the church, intending to persecute  them.” However, it must be clear that the persecution of which Jesus spoke was for righteousness’ sake; not all persecution  is for righteousness’ sake. Persecu- tion and suffering for righteousness will not be in vain, but it has a redemptive quality, just as Jesus’ suffering on the cross was redemptive.
Finally, verses 11-12 are the continua- tion of the teaching in verse 10. In these two verses, Jesus gives specific examples of the ways in which His followers might be persecuted. “Blessed are you  when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you” (NIV). False accusations  were the means by which persons were put in prison or stoned to death. The Pharisees and Sanhedrin Council looked for people to bring false accusations against Jesus when they were trying to put Him to death. The blessing, here, is that when the believer is persecuted, he or she joins an elite company of God’s agents in the world. Rejoice and be glad, because God will ultimately  reward those who sacrifice themselves for the kingdom’s sake, just as God rewarded the prophets before us.
III. CONCLUDING REFLECTION
The governance of the kingdom of God resides with God and not with humankind. There are many differences between the ways and standards of the world and the ways and
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standards of the kingdom of heaven. As believ- ers, Jesus challenges us to live up to a standard that will not be appreciated by the world, and is contrary to its standards. These standards, if lived up to, might  bring persecution and ridicule to the believer, but will be pleasing to God. So the relevant question of our age is this: What does it mean to be Christian? Jesus said, “Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these because I am going to the  father” (see John 14:12). To live as God’s people means to live accord-

ing to divine standards of justice, humility, gentleness, and purity of heart, and to have a yearning for the things of God. As the people of God, we are to live to glorify God on earth.
PRAYER
Lord God our Father, we are Your  children, humbled  by Your grace and mercy toward  us. Grant us now Your peace that we may indeed be Your peacemakers in a world economically, socially, and politically fragmented and broken by conflict. Heal our land through us. In Jesus’ name  we pray.  Amen.

WORD POWER
Merciful (eirenopoios)—describes one who seeks harmony with another or to bring to peace.
Peace is produced in communion with God.
Blessed (eneulogeo)—often translated as “happy,” but means “to confer a benefit.” There is a benefit in living in communion with God.
Meek (praios)—a mildness of disposition or a person who wholly relies on God and not on one’s own strength to defend against attack or injustice.
Poor (ptochos)—used in a qualified or relative sense of those who live under straitened circumstances.
Mourn (pentheo)—a grief or lament that cannot be hidden. A passionate lamenting that cannot be hidden. Also used to describe the lament of one’s sin.
HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
(October 24-30, 2011)
Living as God’s People
MONDAY, October 24: “A Lowly Spirit” (Proverbs 16:16-20) TUESDAY, October 25: “Comfort for All Who Mourn” (Isaiah 61:1-7) WEDNESDAY, October 26: “The Inheritance of the Meek” (Psalm 37:10-17) THURSDAY, October  27: “The Way of Righteousness” (Isaiah 26:7-11) FRIDAY, October  28: “Be Merciful” (Luke 6:32-36)
SATURDAY, October 29: “The Strength of My Heart” (Psalm 73:10-26)
SUNDAY, October 30: “Blessed by God” (Matthew 5:1-12)
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