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AN ORDERED LIFE
Devotional ReaDing: Deuteronomy 1:9-17
BackgRounD ScRiptuRe: Proverbs 28:1–29:27
pRint paSSage: Proverbs 29:16-27 
key veRSe: Proverbs 29:25
Proverbs 29:16-27—KJV
16 When the wicked are multiplied, transgression increaseth: but the righteous shall see their fall.
17 Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul.
18 Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.
19 A servant  will not be corrected  by words: for though he understand he will not answer.
20 Seest thou a man that is hasty in his words? there is more hope of a fool than of him.
21 He that delicately bringeth up his servant from a child shall have him become his son at the length.
22 An angry man stirreth up strife, and a furious man aboundeth in transgression.
23 A man’s pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit.
24 Whoso is partner with a thief hateth his own soul:
he heareth  cursing, and bewrayeth  it not.
25 The fear of man bringeth  a snare: but  whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe.
26 Many seek the ruler’s favour; but every man’s judgment cometh from the Lord.
27 An unjust  man is an abomination to the  just: and he that is upright in the way is abomination to the wicked.

Proverbs 29:16-27—NIV
16 When the  wicked thrive, so does  sin, but  the righteous will see their downfall.
17 Discipline your son, and he will give you peace;
he will bring delight to your soul.
18 Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; but blessed is he who keeps the law.
19 A servant cannot  be corrected  by mere words;
though he understands, he will not respond.
20 Do you see a man who speaks in haste? There is more hope for a fool than for him.
21 If a man pampers his servant from youth, he will bring grief in the end.
22 An angry man stirs up dissension, and a hot- tempered one commits many sins.
23 A man’s pride brings him low, but a man of lowly spirit gains honor.
24 The accomplice of a thief is his own enemy; he is put under oath and dare not testify.
25 Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe.
26 Many seek an audience with a ruler, but it is from the Lord that man gets justice.
27 The righteous  detest  the dishonest; the wicked detest the upright.
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BIBLE FACT
The Scriptures encourage temperance in all things. We are warned against greed, just as we are warned against the unchecked surrender of our resources. Christian disciples must rein in anger, fear, haste, and countless other vices. Then we will find peace and see the hand of God working on our behalf.
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UNIFYING LESSON PRINCIPLE
People look for ways to live with some sense of security in their lives. Is there a way to live with a sense of security? A life ordered by godly principles builds trust in God and brings a sense of security to life.
TOPICAL OUTLINE OF THE LESSON
I. Introduction
A.  God’s Justice in Our World
B.  Biblical Background
II.  Exposition and Application of the Scripture
A.  Wicked People Create a
Wicked Place
(Proverbs 29:16-17)
B.  Visionaries and Examples
(Proverbs 29:18-19) C.  Haste Makes Waste (Proverbs 29:20-21)
D.  Anger and Pride
(Proverbs 29:22-23)
E.  Self-hate or Trust in God
(Proverbs 29:24-25)
F.   Whose Side Are You On? (Proverbs 29:26-27)
III.  Concluding Reflection
LESSON OBJECTIVES
Upon the completion of the lesson, the students will be able to:
1.   Discover the relationship be- tween an orderly life and trust in God;
2.   Reflect on what it means to live an ordered life; and,
3.   Reevaluate their priorities in light of God’s wisdom.

POINTS TO BE EMPHASIZED
ADULT/YOUTH
Adult Topic: Law and Order Youth Topic: Discipline Me? Adult/Youth Key Verse: Proverbs 29:25
Print Passage: Proverbs 29:16-27
—Proverbs 28:1–29:27 presents the wicked or greedy persons as  those who disrupt harmony and security by ignoring God’s laws. Specific examples show a variety of illustrations of the principle.
—Proverbs 29:25 teaches that those who honor God’s laws in their lives find harmony and security.
—Proverbs 29:16 teaches that wickedness and unrighteous- ness affect the entire community. It also teaches that that righteousness will ultimately prevail.
—Wicked leaders will eventually fall.
—The prophet communicates God’s will to the people.
—Proverbs 29:26 points to God and God’s laws as the ultimate source of justice.
—Proverbs 29:27 expresses the tension and conflict that emerge when  people confront injustice with God’s  righteousness and justice.
—A nation that keeps God’s laws will be happy and not suffer moral decay.
CHILDREN
Children Topic: Follow the Right Path
Key Verse: Proverbs 29:26
Print Passage: Proverbs 29:16-27
—A disciplined life leads to happiness and peace of mind.
—Responsible citizens follow the law of God first.
—Actions speak louder than words.
—God provides us with safety.
—Humility leads to honor, while pride leads to disgrace.
—Think right thoughts before you speak or act.
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I. INTRODUCTION
A. God’s Justice in Our World
In 1997, while traveling down I-65 from Nashville, Tennessee, to South Florida to visit my father, I decided to stop in Montgomery, Alabama. My memory of the horrific days of the Civil Rights struggle was awakened when I visited Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, a small, red, brick church sitting at the foothills and in the shadow of the State Capitol of Alabama that had become a symbol of the struggle for “peace and justice for all.” I recalled that moment in history when then-Governor George Wallace stood on the steps of the capitol building, declaring, “Segregation yesterday, segregation today, and  segregation forever” to a rancorous, rebel flag-waving and cheering crowd.
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., in his “I Have a Dream” speech, characterized the hateful rhetoric of that era, when he said that the governor’s lips were “presently dripping with the words of interposition and nullification.”  As I drove across the state of Alabama and other states, I observed that in almost every town and “hamlet” there was a street or a road or bridge that bore the name of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Today, a person would have to look hard and long to find a city that does not have a street named after this civil rights icon.
Conversely, the only place, even in Alabama, that I have seen a street or anything else named after the late Governor George Wallace, the face of southern racism and its resistance to “peace and justice for all,” was in Montgomery, Alabama, around the State Capitol. God orders our lives according to the righteous judgment of God. Social structures might disrupt and oppress, but in the end it is the Lord who orders the ultimate steps of us all.
B. Biblical Background
Chapter 29 is a part of a section of the book of Proverbs that consists of what appears to be arbitrary wisdom sayings, with seemingly no connection to one another. But the contrary is true; there is a common theme. It is the contrast between the ways of the Lord and the ways of the wicked. These contrasts are between God and humanity, the righ- teous and the wicked in power, and the wise (justice) and the foolish (injustice). Proverbs
28:25 (NIV) reads, “A greedy man stirs up dissension, but he who trusts in the Lord will prosper.” Leo G. Perdue, in his Commentary on the Proverbs, calls these varying wisdom sayings “antithetical.”
These sayings are also set against the backdrop of several failed monarchies in the dynasty of David. In the northern kingdom, no dynasty succeeded in taking root, so the history of its kingship was one failure after another (read the books of 1 and 2
Kings; 1 and 2 Chronicles). The sage wanted to assure the student that there was security in trusting in the Lord. A recurring theme throughout Wisdom Literature is to “trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;…and he will make
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your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5, 6, NIV). Israel reached a point in her history when she violated her  covenant with God. They were disobedient and would not trust in the God of their fathers—Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This lack of trust ultimately led to the demise of both the southern kingdom (to Babylonian

captivity) and the northern kingdom (to Assyrian  captivity). Therefore, for the sage, a  well-ordered life is the consequence of a healthy, trusting relationship with God. We learn that it does not matter that the wicked seem to triumph; the righteous will have the final word.
II. EXPOSITION AND APPLICATION OF THE SCRIPTURE
A.  Wicked People Create a Wicked Place
(Proverbs 29:16-17)
When the wicked are multiplied, transgression increas- eth: but the righteous shall see their fall. Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul.
There is a correlation between the preva- lence of wicked people and sin within the com- munity. Wicked people’s doing wicked things is synonymous  with sin in verse 16. When those who are without  God thrive, so does sin. Sin is defined as missing the divine mark. Those who are without the Lord will cause sin to thrive. Some have questioned the relevance of the church today, but this test makes clear that sin increases as the number of people who are without God increases. It is the presence of God-fearing people that makes for a better community.
There is  an implicit contrast in this verse—the outcome of the foolish will be witnessed by the righteous; they will see the downfall of the wicked. However, the down- fall of the wicked is a consistent theme in the Bible, especially in the Old Testament. There will be a day  of judgment for the wicked. King David declared,  “My feet had almost slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold. For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity


of the wicked.…then I understood their final destiny” (Psalm 73:2, 17b).
Too many of us, especially in our youth, have been attracted to ungodly lifestyles. We have made poor choices that have proven to be most dangerous and deadly, such as drug traf- ficking, strip dancing, and supporting music that denigrates women and promotes vulgar- ity. The ill-gotten or immoral gains from these enterprises have proven to be only for a season. In time, such actions often result in death, jail, and/or fractured relationships. But whatever they are coming to, it is a painful witness to have to visit them in jail or to say good-bye to them at the cemetery.
Verse 17 seems disconnected from verse
16, but the common denominator is that wise people should discipline their children so that they do not meet the fate of the wicked and thus bring sorrow to the parents. A wise son will do wise things and bring delight to the soul of the parent, but a wicked son will bring regret.
B. Visionaries and Examples
(Proverbs 29:18-19)
Where there is no vision, the people  perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he. A servant will not be cor- rected by words: for though he understand he will not answer.
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This very familiar proverb reads, “Where there  is  no vision, the people perish” (verse
18). Another interpretation of this verse is, “Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint” (Orthodox Jewish Bible). Yet another translation is, “Where there is no vi- sion, the people cast off restraint” (EVB). But for the sage, wisdom came  from the Lord; hence, where there was no vision, there was no word from the Lord; and with no word, there was no wisdom. And without wisdom, the people will perish (cease). However, the New  Living Translation (NLT) captures the idea best: “When people do not accept divine guidance, they  run  wild.” Yet, the underly- ing presupposition in these verses is that the servant learns from the behavior of the master more than just from the words of the master. The Law was not just to be recited; it must be lived. Israel was admonished  to “obey” all that God had commanded her. Her blessing was in her obedience.
There is an old adage in African-American southern culture to “Do as I say, and not as I do.” This would be problematic for the teacher, because many of us are visual learners and learn from observing the behavior of those who have influence over us. Verse 19 reads, “A servant will not be corrected by words.” Truth is best understood when it is applied! An old prov- erb tells the story of an old crab saying to a young crab, “Straighten up and walk straight.” The young crab said, “Show me how to walk straight and I will.” We learn best by example.
C.  Haste Makes Waste
(Proverbs 29:20-21)
Seest thou a man that is hasty in his words? there is more hope of a fool than of him. He that delicately bringeth

up his servant from a child shall have him become his son at the length.
Benjamin Franklin made famous the say- ing “Haste makes waste.” This is the teaching of the sage.  There is a connection between speaking in haste and speaking in folly. Please note that the absence of the Holy Spirit in one’s life leads to folly. Patience is the opposite of haste. Therefore, the Bible admonishes us to live patient lives. A line from a poem by Alex- ander Pope (made famous in a song by Frank Sinatra)—“Fools rush in where wise men fear to  tread”—captures the essence of verse 20. The parent must teach the child discipline and patience, which are the fruits of the wise. For the sage, haste in speech and in behavior was the height of folly (see Proverbs 17:27-28).
D. Anger and Pride
(Proverbs 29:22-23)
An angry man stirreth up strife, and a furious man aboundeth in transgression. A man’s pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit.
Nothing good comes from an imprudent man, either for himself or for the community. Notice the implied correlation between how one man’s demeanor can affect the harmony of a community. An angry man stirs up dissen- sion within the community. Yet, the hotheaded man, in his arrogance (opposite of humility), is oblivious to his impending downfall. But a humble spirit “will gain honor” in time. There will be  a reversal of fortune—high becomes low, and the  proud will be humbled. How much better off our  families, communities, nation, and world would be  if  this wisdom guided our living. Anger does not just affect the one who is angry, but it impacts the com- munity in negative ways. Most atrocities in the
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world begin with some sense of anger toward a particular group of people. Historians have noted that it was the anger of Hitler toward the Jewish people that kindled and led to the genocide of millions of Jews in Europe. One angry person can incite the masses to riot.
E.  Self-hate or Trust in God
(Proverbs 29:24-25)
Whoso is partner with a thief hateth his own soul: he heareth cursing, and bewrayeth it not. The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe.
The criminal will trust his accomplice, but in the end it will be his accomplice who will turn over evidence to the state to save his own hide. The reality of this proverb is witnessed daily in criminal courts around the country. There is a crime series on  cable  television entitled Gangsters. In this series, many of the mafia chieftains were brought down by  an insider who usually was apprehended by the FBI  for a lesser crime. Under investigation, that insider would often strike a plea deal and turn over evidence to the state in exchange for a lesser sentence. He would “rat on” the crime family boss. John Gotti was convicted by the testimony of an underboss who made such an exchange to save himself.  In one such case, an extortionist and murderer plea-bargained himself into the witness protection program at the government’s expense in exchange for his testimony against his friends. Although there is a code of ethics and secrecy within these crime organizations, under the right pressure many criminal partners have “ratted” on their bosses to save their own necks. An accomplice will confess his own crimes as well as the crimes of others under the right conditions and pressure. This is why it is called “plea bargain” in the

court of law. The lesson is that no one can be trusted in partnership with wickedness, rather to do good and trust in the Lord.
Verse 25 is very practical. Often people are intimidated into committing various criminal or  wicked behaviors by others who are per- ceived to have authority or power over them. In the days of these proverbs, “subjects of the kingdom” would look to the king or those near the seat of power to determine their behavior. If the king was a tyrant, then usually there was a trickle-down effect to the next social level. Don’t fear those who sit in seats of authority; rather trust in the Lord, our Maker. Trusting in the Lord is the only assurance that any of us has that we will be kept safe. Rulers will come and go, but the Lord reigns forever.
F.  Whose Side Are You On? (Proverbs 29:26-27)
Many seek the ruler’s favour; but every man’s judgment cometh from the Lord. An unjust man is an abomination to the just: and he that is upright in the way is abomina- tion to the wicked.
We live in a culture in which people are big on name dropping, networking, and hobnob- bing. Unfortunately, we can become too reliant on these political/social connections and not trust in the One who makes all of these realities possible for us—the Lord. In antiquity, to have an audience with the king was an indication that one was well-connected and had influence. But the sage would say, “Trust in the Lord, who is the maker of us all.” A modern adage says that “birds of a feather flock together.” Likewise, “The righteous detest the dishonest; the wicked detest the upright” (verse 27, NIV). Jesus said that a person cannot serve two mas- ters; either he will love one and hate the other, or cling to one and despise the other. Yet, we
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seem to be living in an age when good people are prone to compromise their values, if not condone unrighteous behaviors in the name of political alliance and friendship. But according to verse 27, a litmus test of true righteousness is how one feels about the behavior of the wicked regardless of what mode it takes or in whom it is found. The assumption is that the righteous align themselves with the divine perspective on good and evil. Righteousness and wickedness are antithetical points of view!
III. CONCLUDING REFLECTION
Two extreme currents seem to be engaged in combat for the souls of humanity. Perhaps this is why the apostle Paul said, “We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against prin- cipalities” (Ephesians 6:12). These are factions that are invisible and mysterious to all of us. These factions draw us, even when we want to do the opposite. The late Benjamin E. Mays, president of Morehouse  College, said in his

book Quotable Quotes, “A man may and does lie, but he clings to truth as an ideal. Men are dishonest, some more than others, but man declares that ‘honesty is the best policy.’ The drunkard may not be able to stop drinking, but if he could choose for his son, he would choose for him a life of sobriety and temperance. The mother who has a questionable character prays that her daughter will be chaste.” This lesson is on achieving a balanced life, so for the sage, this is done through listening to the wisdom of those  whose lives have  taught them how to walk straight and avoid the traps that can ensnare and hinder one from living a full life.
PRAYER
Eternal God, our Father, thank You for Your divine guidance. May our hearts be ever receptive to the teachings of Your wisdom. Also, enable us to impart Your wisdom to our children  so that they, too, might live full and abundant lives. In Jesus’ name  we pray.  Amen.

WORD POWER
Justice (tsedaka; Hebrew: [tsed aw kaw])—rightness or virtue. Another meaning of this word
is “prosperity.” This understanding is a departure from the general belief that prosperity is material or other abundance. Rather, it is bringing righteousness and virtue to every area of one’s life as God’s grace empowers.
HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
(September 26–October 2, 2011)
An Ordered Life
MONDAY, September 26: “Impartiality in Judgment” (Deuteronomy 1:9-17) TUESDAY, September 27: “The Danger of Pride” (2 Chronicles 32:20-26) WEDNESDAY, September 28: “The Wisdom of Justice” (Proverbs 28:1-5) THURSDAY, September 29: “Wisdom in Wealth and Poverty” (Proverbs 28:8-16) FRIDAY, September  30: “Walking in Wisdom” (Proverbs 28:20-28)
SATURDAY, October 1: “The Wisdom of the Righteous” (Proverbs 29:2-11)
SUNDAY, October 2: “Wisdom in Practice” (Proverbs 29:16-27)
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