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CHILDREN’S UNIT: Jesus Teaches Wisdom 
FALL QUARTER
LESSON 11 
November 13, 2011
LOVING AS GOD’S PEOPLE
Devotional ReaDing: Matthew 22:34-40 
BackgRounD ScRiptuRe: Matthew 5:43-48
pRint paSSage: Matthew 5:43-48
key veRSeS: Matthew 5:44-45
Matthew 5:43-48—KJV
43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.
44 But I say unto  you, Love your enemies, bless them  that  curse you, do good to them  that  hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;
45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.
46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same?
47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so?
48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.

Matthew 5:43-48—NIV
43 “You have heard  that  it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’
44 But I tell you: Love your enemies  and pray for those who persecute you,
45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes  his sun  to  rise on  the  evil and  the good, and sends  rain on the  righteous  and the unrighteous.
46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?
47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?
48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

BIBLE FACT
In dozens (if not hundreds) of statements throughout the Gospels, Jesus contrasted the way of the world with the way of the Father. Here are a few:
• 
The Jews taught, “Do not commit adultery.” But Jesus said that the person who lusts after another person is guilty of adultery (see Matthew 5:28).
• 
The world teaches retaliation; Jesus teaches non-violence  (see Matthew 5:38-39).
• 
The world promotes people based on appearances; Jesus looks at the heart (see Matthew
7:15).
• 
Humanity is aware of its own limitations; Jesus taught that God has no such limits (see
Mark 10:27).
• 
Jesus chastises the stingy and blesses the generous (see Luke 7:35-48).
• 
Jesus said that people are more apt to accept a self promoter than a God promoter (see
John 5:43).
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UNIFYING LESSON PRINCIPLE
People usually find it hard to love—even to like—those who are their enemies. Is there any help that would encourage us to change our attitudes toward those who hurt us? Jesus taught  the disciples to pray for those who are unjust and evil.
TOPICAL OUTLINE OF THE LESSON
I. Introduction
A.  Different Types of Love
B.  Biblical Background
II. Exposition and Application of the Scripture
A.  Oral Tradition or Godly
Truth?
(Matthew 5:43-45) B.  A Greater Love
(Matthew 5:46-47)
C.  Jesus Commands “Perfection” (Matthew 5:48)
III.  Concluding Reflection
LESSON OBJECTIVES
Upon the completion of the lesson, the
students will be able to:
1.   Explore Jesus’  teachings concern- ing  loving and praying for one’s enemies;
2.   Recognize and appreciate the re- lationship between loving one’s enemies and being a child of God; and,
3.   Participate in activities, such as prayer—which is designed to show love and concern for one’s enemies.

POINTS TO BE EMPHASIZED
ADULT/YOUTH
Adult Topic: Adopting an Attitude of Love
Youth Topic: Love My Enemies? Adult Key Verses: Matthew 5:44-45
Youth Key Verse: Matthew 5:44
Print Passage: Matthew 5:43-48
—Jesus defined the word neighbor in the story of the Good
Samaritan (see Luke 10:25-37).
—Jesus asserted that values of the Christian community are different from Old Testament values.
—Gentiles honor and live by values that maintain relationships in their communities.
—The goal of believers is to emulate the love of God the Father in daily life.
—There was a “saying” attached to the Law which indicated that one should love his or her neighbor but hate his or her enemies.
—Jesus taught that we should love and pray for our neighbors and our enemies.
—Jesus demonstrated His superiority over the Law.
—God makes the sun to shine and the rain to fall on everyone.
—Jesus said that we should be perfect, as God is perfect.
CHILDREN
Children Topic: Love Your Enemies
Key Verse: Matthew 5:44
Print Passage: Matthew 5:43-48
—Jesus acknowledged that most people learn to love their neighbors and hate their enemies.
—Jesus intentionally turned that teaching around and chal- lenged His hearers to love and pray for their enemies.
—Those who love their enemies give evidence that they are
God’s children.
—Jesus challenges His hearers to strive to be more like God.
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I. INTRODUCTION
A. Different Types of Love
Is it possible to love everybody? If we claim that we love people in the way that God intends, then most of us are probably mistaken. Love is not some abstract concept that can be applied to people like paint to a wall. We must love one another concretely. The Bible uses four distinct Greek words for love, and when they appear in a passage, it is always in a significant context. The first word is agape and refers to “the kind of love that God gives.” It is love without condition or variableness. This love loves in spite of the spirit or condition of the beloved (see John 3:16). Second, the word eros refers to “love expressed in sexual relationships  between two people.” Third, the word storge refers  to “family love.” This is the love that parents have for their children and vice versa. It only appears in the Scriptures translated as “without natural affection,” “without love,” or “heartless.” Finally, philia is “brotherly love.” It is the root word of Philadelphia (also known as “the City of Brotherly Love”) and philanthropy (love for humanity). These four words address the nature of all human relationships. Thus, there is always a face and a circumstance attached to the beloved; love is never in the abstract. Therefore, we cannot love everyone in general but no one in particular. Likewise, Jesus drew inference from how His Jewish tradition had interpreted the Ten Commandments. The ninth and tenth commandments address one’s relationship with one’s neighbor. In practice, the people had a limited concept of neighbor. But Jesus calls the believer to love all who fall within our sphere of influence.
B. Biblical Background
The background for verses 43-48 is the Beatitudes. Jesus set the tone and the tenor for the rest of the Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5–7) in the first twelve verses of chapter
5. The Jews had a very narrow concept of who was one’s neighbor during the time of Jesus’ ministry and perhaps did not include Roman centurions who routinely persecuted them—or prosecutors who would slap the defendant with the back of his hand as an insult in courts of law. Were these persons their neighbors, and were they to be treated with neighborliness? Many of the Jews did not think so. But Jesus elevated the ethical codes of Judaism to another level of interpretation. The prevailing question in the days of Jesus was, “Who is my neighbor and whom do I love?” The Law said, “You shall love your neighbor” (Leviticus 19:18, NKJV); but where does “and hate your enemy” come from? It is not in the Law, so that law was embellished over time and became a part of the Jewish oral tradition.
Thus, Jesus gave us a different standard that redefines the boundaries of our neigh- borhood and who we are to love. It is easy to love people who are next door and who are kind, friendly, and cordial toward us—but what of a hostile and contrary neighbor?
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Douglas Hare raises the question: “What does it mean to love a person whose hostility threat- ens us and whose behavior we heartily abhor?”

In this lesson, Jesus teaches that His followers must strive to be peacemakers and reconcilers in the world.
II. EXPOSITION AND APPLICATION OF THE SCRIPTURE
A.  Oral Tradition or Godly Truth? (Matthew 5:43-45)
Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute  you; That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.
Jesus opened this section by referencing the oral tradition of Judaism. The first man- date was to love one’s enemy. Jesus implores us to exercise the  supreme, unconditional, unqualified love. This is  the  Greek concept of an undeniable love that has no boundaries and cannot be inhibited by the external force of another. Of course, Jesus was alluding to the kind of love that God has demonstrated toward us. The apostle Paul said, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for the un- godly” (see Romans 5:8). Love is an attribute of God, and the believer is commanded to love as God loves. Jesus also made love of God and love of neighbor the fundamental commands on which all else depends (see 22:34-40). It is said that this command is without parallel, in that Jesus extended  this  agape love even to one’s enemies. There is a reward for those who love as God loves. Jesus said that those who do such things will be called sons of the Father. This is a high distinction. It denotes a very special relationship with the Father, and


it is not just that we can claim the Father, but that the Father can claim us as His children.
The believer’s conduct must be appropriate to his or her status as a child of God. Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., in his sermon “Love in Action,” said, “Jesus’ dying word from the cross, ‘Father forgive them; for they know not what they do’ was Jesus matching words with action. One of the greatest tragedies of life is that men seldom bridge the gulf between prac- tice and profession, between doing and saying.” Perhaps what Jesus was asking believers to do was to counter human inclinations to only love those who love them. So He modeled uncon- ditional love and commands His followers to follow His example.
B. A Greater Love
(Matthew 5:46-47)
For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so?
Although they are not a part of this lesson, it would behoove the student to begin his or her reading with verse 38.
One of the most despised people in the Jewish community was the tax collector. Tax collectors were usually Jewish men whose vo- cation it was to collect taxes from the Jewish people for Caesar. The tax collector in many instances would extract extra taxes to pad his own pockets. This person would take property
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when taxes could not be paid. So Jesus used one of the most hated persons in the community as an example of whom His disciples must love. To love a tax collector was the height of what it meant to love one’s enemy. This is what the love ethic of Jesus means. This is important to Jesus, because when we were unlovable, God loved us and now those who have experienced His love must pass it on!
A rhetorical  question is raised in verse 46 (NIV): “If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collec- tors doing that?” There was a hierarchy among tax collectors; the publican was usually the one in charge of the individual tax collectors who collected the taxes from the people. The bur- den on the people and the assessment of taxes came from the publican. But Jesus said that as despised as the publicans were, they were to be loved. Therefore, Jesus was saying that while the tax collectors could be worthwhile examples for believers to follow, the believer would be called to a higher standard of love in the world. So, just as Jesus drew a contrast between the righteousness of the Pharisees and that of the kingdom of heaven (verse 20), He also drew a contrast between the believer’s love and the love ethic of the publicans (verse 46).
Divine love loves in spite of the moral conduct or character of the beloved.
C.  Jesus Commands “Perfection” (Matthew 5:48)
Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.
Jesus drew a contrast in verse 20 between the righteousness of the Pharisees and the new standard of righteousness in the kingdom of

heaven. And in verse 46, He contrasted the love ethic of the tax collectors to that of the kingdom of heaven. Alexander Maclaren said, “The sum of  religion  is to imitate the God whom we worship.” We are to imitate God’s expression of love, because even the best ex- ample of human love is imperfect.
Therefore, verse 48 reads, “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (NIV).  Often the word perfect in this verse has been interpreted to mean “to be without flaw.” But the Greek word teleios (translated as “perfect”) here means “whole or undivided.” When the word perfect is used in reference to God’s love (in 1 John 4:18), it means “full,” or “unlimited,” or “not leaving any room for anything else.” The believer’s love ought not to have room for subjective reasoning which causes him or her to love conditionally. This is the perfection that Jesus expects from us. How- ard Thurman said, in his book For the Inward Journey, “To love means dealing with persons in the concrete rather than in the abstract. In the presence of love, there are no types or stereotypes, no classes and no masses.” This is what Jesus is calling us to! Perfect love drives out fear of not being loved in return.
III. CONCLUDING REFLECTION
Martin Luther King Jr. said, “It is pretty difficult to like some people. Like is sentimen- tal and  it  is pretty difficult to like someone bombing your home; it is pretty difficult to like somebody  threatening your children; it is difficult to like congressmen who spend all of their time trying to defeat civil rights. But Jesus says love them, and love is greater than
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like.” This is where the rubber meets the road for Jesus and for us. The love of which Jesus speaks is  more than mere emotion; it is an extension of the core values of Jesus.
Unfortunately, we live in a culture that views love primarily as emotion. There was a young lady who told her counselor that her marriage was over because she had “outgrown” her husband. Likewise, we have heard people say as they separate from a significant other that they have “fallen out of love”  with the other. These and many others are reasons why people tend to give for breaking off tenured relationships. Yet, these are flimsy reasons and show the lowly esteem to which love has fallen in our society. Jesus calls the believer to love beyond the personal traits we look to admire in others and to love people for who they are and not for whom we would have them to be.

We must love in accordance with the standards of the kingdom of heaven, because we are to be “the light of God sitting on a hill that can- not be hidden.” Jesus said to His disciples, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must  love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (see John 13:34-35). This is the quality of love to which Jesus called us as He ushers in a different standard by which the believer is to live.
PRAYER
Father God, we hear Your call to us to love one another as You have loved us. We pray now that You will give us the courage and the fortitude to love concretely as You have loved us, so that indeed we will be known  as Your children on the earth. In Jesus’ name  we pray.  Amen.

WORD POWER
Perfect (teleios)—means  “whole or undivided.”
Love (agape)—refers to the God kind of love. It is love without condition or variableness.
HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
(November 7-13, 2011)
Loving as God’s People
MONDAY, November 7: “The Greatest Commandment” (Matthew 22:34-40) TUESDAY, November 8: “Loving Your God” (Deuteronomy  6:1-9) WEDNESDAY, November 9: “Loving Your Neighbor” (Leviticus 19:13-18) THURSDAY, November 10: “Loving the Alien” (Leviticus 19:33-37)
FRIDAY, November 11: “Loving Your Wife” (Ephesians 5:25-33)
SATURDAY, November  12: “Loving Your Husband and Children” (Titus 2:1-5)
SUNDAY, November 13: “Loving Your Enemies” (Matthew 5:43-48)
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